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The Journal uses a rigorous peer-review process, in which each submitted manuscript is externally
reviewed by at least three people, selected for their expertise in the particular topic. In order to review
nearly 1000 submissions, more than 300 individuals participated as reviewers for the Journal during
the past year. The Editors would like to acknowledge all reviewers who have contributed to this
process during that time. This is a voluntary effort performed by individuals during their personal
time to advance the discipline of vascular surgery. The quality and impact of any scientific journal is
primarily dependent on the quality of its peer-review process. We have been extraordinarily impressed
by the quality and helpfulness of reviews performed for the Journal, which in many cases have
substantially improved the quality of the original submissions. This has resulted in an impact factor for
the Journal of Vascular Surgery of 3.47 during 2002, which is the sixth highest impact factor among
all surgical journals and the highest impact factor among vascular surgery journals. The Editors are
extremely grateful to all reviewers for their contribution to these results.
EDITORIAL BOARD
Each review received by the Journal is scored by the Editors according to its quality, accuracy,
insight, and helpfulness to both the authors and the Editors. Editorial Board members are selected on
the basis of an objective calculation of the quality and timeliness of their previous reviews. It is our
intention to involve as many reviewers as possible on the Editorial Board.
Original manuscripts are reviewed by at least one member of the Editorial Board, who also submit
invited commentaries and perform other duties for the Journal. During the past year, members of the
Editorial Board each performed an average of 18 reviews and accounted for 33% of all reviews. Most
Editorial Board members serve 3 to 4 years, although occasional individuals serve longer because of
their unique areas of expertise.
The Editors would particularly like to recognize the following Editorial Board members who will
be retiring from the Board after many years of valuable service and countless hours of unselfish work
in this process. We would also like to welcome new members of the Editorial Board who have been
selected according to the process described above. They have consistently been among our distin-
guished reviewers for the last several years and performed 5% of all reviews last year.
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DISTINGUISHED REVIEWERS
The Editors would also like to recognize a group of distinguished reviewers, who have performed at least six
reviews for the Journal during the past year and who have consistently performed high-quality and timely reviews.
These individuals have collectively contributed 21% of the total reviews and represent ideal future candidates for the
Editorial Board. We are very grateful for their assistance and their outstanding contribution to the peer-review
process.
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REVIEWERS
Finally, the Editors would like to recognize all the remaining individuals who performed at least one review
for the Journal during the past year. In nearly all cases these reviews were excellent, and they collectively
represented 41% of all reviews, emphasizing the importance of each individual reviewer to the peer-review
process. We hope to expand the role of these reviewers in the future, and are very grateful for their efforts this
year.
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